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   Principal’s Notes … 
 
                   
 

 

             Allergies 
 

Things continue to be running very smooth during the school day here at Turrill.   
Students have a solid understanding of the daily routines and teachers and staff  
continue to build lasting relationships with the students.  Even with everything running  
smoothly here at school there continues to always be areas for growth and development  
and, as a staff, we will continue to grow and learn.   
Regardless how many times we work on and adjust one area of our school, there always seems to be 
additional growth.  Our pick-up and drop-off areas before and after school is one area that has been a  
frustration for many families and staff members, but has grown a great deal during 
the last few months thanks to everyone’s help.  I can’t thank all the families enough 
for their patience and dedication to work with the staff to improve this area.  
Families are continuing to stay in their cars and pull as far forward as possible to 
support the effectiveness of the drop-off and pick-up times as well as only utilizing 
one drop off location for their entire family.  This pulling forward and not making 
multiple stops in the drop-off and pick-up lanes greatly reduces the amount of time 
families have to wait and I can’t thank everyone enough for their support. 
There are some areas for continued growth that I would like to share with everyone 
regarding our pick-up and drop-off area.  Just as we improved the pick-up and drop-
off area, we now are dealing with the wonderful construction around our school that 
has caused additional congestion and issues.  To support our community and neigh-
bors when dropping off or picking up students, please do your best to not block 
driveways, roads, or local businesses.  This will help our community and neighbors 
greatly as they will be able to get to their designated locations much easier.  Another 
area for growth in our pick-up and drop-off area is the speed in which families are 
driving.  I realize that everyone is in a hurry before and after school, but driving at a 
slow speed will ensure that everyone is safe in this very congested area.  One final 
area for growth in this area is adhering to our drop off time in the morning, which is 
8:30 am.  Students may not be dropped off before 8:30 am because 8:30 am is the 
time that I have staff outside to supervise students and ensure they are safe.  If 
families are interested in utilizing our before and after school child care program, 
they can contact the Turrill office to receive additional information.  
I can’t thank everyone enough for their continued support in all aspects of our 
school.  It’s your continued support and feedback that help our school continue to 
grow and become better.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
or concerns.   
Thank you again for all that you do to make Turrill a great place, 
Kenneth Janczarek, kjanczarek@lapeerschools.org 
Principal - Turrill Year-Round Elementary 
(810) 667-2438, Turrill Blog: https://turrillyearroundelementary.wordpress.com/ 

Daily Schedule                     
8:15 Office Opens 
8:30 Student Drop Off Begins 
8:35   First Bell 
 Students Enter Building 
8:39 Second Bell - School 
Starts 
3:40  Dismissal 
4:15  Office Closes 

Halloween 
Even though it’s only September, 
I wanted to remind everyone of 
a few details regarding our 
upcoming Halloween 
celebrations and festivities.  
Because Halloween is when we 
are off for intersession, our 
parade and celebrations will be 
on Thursday October 22, 2015 at 
the end of the day.  We will start 
the festivities with a parade 
around the school beginning 
around 2:30 and students will 
then go back to their rooms for a 
quick celebration around 3pm.  
As you begin to prepare for this 
event, remember if you plan to 
attend the festivities please 
make sure that you park in a 
designated parking spot and 
check in the office when you 
arrive.  One final reminder 
regarding Halloween is that 
when creating, buying, or 
designing costumes please 
ensure that weapons or masks 
that cover the entire face are 
not part of their school costume.    

School Assembly 
Reader's/Writer's/ 
Student of the Month  
October 16, 2015 @ 2pm 
 
 

              At Turrill we have a wide variety of students with allergies ranging from  
           peanut, tree nut, walnuts, citrus, bee stings, eggs, and many more.   Each  
         classroom that has students with various allergies will receive letters informing 
families of the allergies and what to avoid when sending treats, snacks, and lunches 
to school.  With these letters we have designated areas of our school either nut free 
including classrooms, certain tables in the lunch room, as well as grade levels.  Turrill 
staff, families, and students appreciate all that you do to help keep our students safe 
and following through with the various unique situations and requirements with our 
students.   
 

BOLTS 
At Turrill as well as 
around the district, 

we focus on a 
common set of 
expectations to 

support students 
and offer a clear 
set of guidelines 

for positive 
behavior.  These 
expectations are 

below. 

Be 
Organized 

Leaders 
Trustworthy 
Successful 

 
 
 
 

Monthly at our 
awards assembly, 

we celebrate these 
expectations 
through our 

students of the 
month, writer of 
the month, and 

reader of the 
month.  These 

monthly 
assemblies are just 
one way Turrill is 

striving to focus on 
the positive 

expectations and 
behaviors in 

students. 
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  PTC Dates and Information 
 

  MAPS Testing 

 

  PAC 

 

  In Closing  

 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
Parent teacher conferences 
are right around the corner 
on Monday, September 21 & 
23.  Notes have gone home 
with students to have 
families sign up for these 
conferences online.   
If you have not signed up for 
conferences please use the 
online link or contact the 
Turrill office at (810) 667-
2438. 

Intersessions  
Our first intersession is right 
around the corner and flyers 
will be going out soon for 
the first intersession as well 
as an overview of all the 
themes for the year.  Our 
first intersession is Under 
the Sea.  Student will have 
the opportunity to learn 
about the underwater world 
and explore sea creature, 
the importance of the coral 
reef, and create hands on 
sea crafts.   
During intersession this 
week students will also be 
visiting the SEA LIFE 
Michigan Aquarium.  If you 
have questions regarding 
intersession, please feel free 
to contact Jennifer Christian, 
intersession coordinator, at 
jchristian@lapeerschools.org 
or at (810) 667-2438. 
 
- Intersession #1 

October 26th – October 
30th  
Under the Sea: Explore 
the Water World  

- Intersession #2 
February 15th – 19th  
Winter Wonderland  

- Intersession #3 
March 29th – April 1st  
Earth Daze 

- Intersession #4 
June 20th -24th  
Turrill Summer Olympics  

 

Our wonderful PTC and parent volunteer group continues to 
work to find ways to support our students at Turrill.  Each year 
classroom teachers and grade levels receive funds to support 
our wonderful students.  100% of the money that the PTC and 
parent volunteer group receives through donation or 
fundraiser goes right back into the classrooms to support 
students.  Last year there was a focus to extend the number of 
iPad’s that Turrill has for students and we have almost met 
our goal to have 3 iPads for every classroom.  If you are 
interested in ways to support the PTC, there are many ways 
that you could be of help.  Families could attend meetings, 
send in box tops, participate in fundraisers, or make 
donations.   
Making of donations is something new for the PTC, but has caught on quick.  Many families enjoy participating in 
the fundraisers, where others would rather just make a donation.  Regardless of how you wish to support the PTC, 
all of your support is greatly appreciated by the PTC, students, and staff.  
 
 

PTC Meetings 
@ 3:45pm 

Box Tops 
Due 

Popcorn 
dates 

10/07/15 09/29/15 10/02/15 
11/04/15 11/04/15 11/06/15 
12/02/15 12/02/15 12/04/15 
01/13/16 01/06/16 01/08/16 
02/10/16 02/03/16 02/05/16 
03/09/16 03/02/16 03/04/16 
04/13/16 04/13/16 04/15/16 
05/11/16 05/11/16 05/13/16 

 06/08/16 06/09/16 
 

Our building level Parent Advisory Committee, also known as PAC, meets on 
Thursday to discuss building level information of all natures.  These meetings are 
brief but very informative and are a great avenue to hear what is going on at a 
building and district level.  In addition to a building level PAC, one member of our 
building PAC will also attend a district level PAC meeting.  If you are interested in 
attending one or all of our building PAC meetings, below are the dates for our 
meetings.  All meetings will be held at Turrill starting at 2:30, but times can be 
adjusted to accommodate as many families if requested 
 

Building PAC Meeting 
Schedule 
- October 19th , 2015 
- November 17th, 2015 
- January 4th, 2016 
- February 29th, 2016 
- March 21st, 2016 
- April 25th, 2016 
 

School Messenger 
Monthly newsletters are posted on the 
website and emailed to families who have an 
email addresses in the School Messenger 
system.   If you are not receiving the monthly 
newsletters or other School Messenger 
messages through email and would like to, 
please complete this document and send it 
back to school with your son or daughter. 

______________________________   _____ 
Students Name                  Grade 

____________________________________ 
Parents Name 

____________________________________ 
Email 

I frequently get asked by visitors and guests questions about 
Turrill and our Year-Round programming.  These questions 
that guests ask some of my favorite ones to answer because I 
enjoy sharing with others our amazing students, staff, and 
programming here at Turrill.  Most of these conversations 
that I have with new families result in families being surprised 
and pleased with what they hear.  The biggest surprise that I 
hear from families that visit is, “I did not know you went the 
same number of school days as everyone else.”  After 
misconceptions are cleared up, I am able to share with new 
families the other qualities of our building, students, and staff.  
As we move throughout the school year please don’t hesitate 
to send families in to visit Turrill that have an interest in 
sending their children here or wishing for more information.  
My door is always open for current and new families and I 
would enjoy the opportunity to talk with these new families.   

                               Kenneth Janczarek 

During the 2015/2016 school year, kindergarten through fifth grade students will be taking the Measures of 
Academic Progress™ also known as the MAP test.  The MAP test is an online computer based assessment that 
students take three times during the school year.  Each assessment automatically adjusts for each student’s 
ability and is paced based on their testing session.  Students will take the MAP test at the start of the year to get 
a baseline score, mid-way through the year to display growth, and at the end of the year to see if students meet 
the projected growth based on the initial baseline assessment.  After all three MAP assessments during the 
2015/2016 school year, a parent report will be sent home explaining your child’s score. 
 



M
arch 29th - A

pril 1st




